STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
equal and opposite reaction. Thus, after each act of
behaviour, in which organism and environment inter-
act, environment has affected organism and organism
environment, and the resulting positions of each are
different. Indeed that is why there is history, for the
environment itself is simply a collection of mutually-
interacting bodies. In between the act of an organism
one moment and its act the next, the environment has
changed, simply because the elements of which the
environment is composed have interacted and changed
each otter.
Now of all known organisms, the human organism is
the most elaborate in its melody and the most sensitive
in its reaction to intercourse with reality. It is the
organism which learns most from behaviour, from
experience. Nothing changes so quickly as the human
organism. In the same way the social environment,
because the organisms of which it consists are chiefly
human beings, also changes most quickly in between
the acts of a human being. The study of this dialectic
change is psychology from the point of view of the
individual; but from the point of view of the sum of
human beings it is sociology or history, and in its
causal statement it must include all portions of the
environment with which human beings interact, even
dtp fixed stars. But since in the short periods usually
studied, cosinical conditions do not change importantly,
they may be neglected. They might become important
in a study of humanity which included the Ice Ages.
Of primary interest to history are however the material
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